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Mentoring: an age-old practice that 
pairs a young person with a caring 
adult who offers encourage and 
support and helps the young person 
succeed in life. 

 
Mr. John Doe 
Title 
Organization 
Address 1 
Address 2 
City, State  ZIP 
 
Dear Mr. Doe, 
 
Your audiences could use some good news these days.  And we can help you find the good news 
they want to hear. 
 
Mentoring programs across the state and in our very community have plenty of compelling, uplifting 
stories to offer: stories about young lives that have been turned around all because a caring adult took 
some time to listen, to guide and to encourage – in other words, to mentor. 
 
People respond to stories about the power of mentoring.  We have the numbers to prove it.  In 
January 2003, the nation celebrated the second annual National Mentoring Month, a time when 
public attention focuses on mentoring and how it can help our children.  Across the nation, the 
American people responded with an impressive increase of 91 percent to “Become a Mentor” – the 
national volunteer match tool on Mentoring.org.   There, potential volunteers were immediately 
connected them with mentoring opportunities in the areas where they live and work.    
 
We thank you for getting the word out.  Your efforts have helped more young people find mentors.  
But our work is only beginning.  In the US today, we estimate that 17.6 million young people are at 
some risk of not reaching their potential and could benefit from mentoring.  That is half the youth 
population in America, ages 10 to 18.  Some of them, 2.5 million, are already fortunate enough to be 
in formal mentoring relationships.  That is great news.  Less heartening is the fact that 15.1 million 
are still waiting for mentors.  
 
Together, [name of organization] and members of the media, like you, can close the gap between the 
young people who have mentors and those who don’t.  For ideas on how you can grab your 
audiences’ attention – and help young people at the same time – please call (555) 555-5555.    
 
Thank you for helping us prove the power of mentoring. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Name  
Title 
 
PS –  F.Y.I., attached is a vignette about [MENTOR NAME AND MENTEE NAME], a real-life pair 
from [CITY, STATE].  Together, they prove that mentoring works.  


